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UNSTOPPABLE:  Health
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     Advancing Wellness

     FINDING CURES

     Educating Healers
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The University of South Florida was founded 

in 1956 to address the needs of people in one of 

Florida’s leading urban centers. Arguably, there is no 

greater need in a metropolitan area than the health 

and well-being of its citizens. By establishing the 

USF Medical Center in 1965—an entity eventually 

named “USF Health” encompassing the Colleges of 

Medicine, Nursing and Public Health—USF assumed 

the profound responsibility of improving the lives of 

people in our state by discovering cures for disease, 

addressing public health concerns and producing high 

quality health care providers.

Since then, we have taken our role to new 

heights. Not only did we develop programs and 

educate doctors, nurses, physical therapists and 

Health

public health practitioners, we also enlisted the 

talent of people in almost every discipline at the 

university: biologists, chemists, technologists, 

mathematicians and engineers as well as sociologists, 

psychologists and economists. Not only did we 

establish clinical centers to serve people in our 

region, we also made the bold decision to take a 

multidisciplinary and holistic approach to clinical 

care, education and research—and to offer our 

solutions to the global community.

At USF, we choose partnership and cooperation 

over silos and closed-mindedness. We are committed 

to being pioneers and champions of the knowledge 

required to promote wellness, cure daunting diseases 

and improve lives here and everywhere.

“People with conditions like diabetes need support that goes beyond the clinical 
visit. At USF, we are working on ways to help care for the entire person, even 
the family living with disease. I personally need that support and am thrilled 
to bring a set of patient eyes to the analysis and development of solutions 
to the problems I face as an individual.” —Nicole Johnson ’96, Director, 
Communications and Outreach, USF Diabetes Center, Miss America 1999
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A Holistic Approach to Learning
The USF College of Medicine is taking an unconventional 
approach to training future doctors. We believe the best 
doctors have a broad understanding of much more than their 
particular area of expertise. Interprofessional education, a 
program whereby medical students take classes and work with 
students in nursing, public health and pharmacy, means future 
patients will benefit from doctors who have a holistic approach 
to wellness, prevention and cures.

Conquering Juvenile Diabetes
With the help of a major grant from the National 
Institutes of Health, Dr. Jeffrey Krischer, distinguished 
professor of pediatrics, and his team are studying 
8,000 children around the globe and analyzing the 
data using the power of computers. Their very 
realizable goal: to eradicate Type 1 diabetes, one of 
the world’s most devastating childhood illnesses. 

One Stop Health Care
Imagine a place where 

doctors move from room to 
room and patients receive 

everything they need in one 
facility on the same day. 

The new Carol and Frank 
Morsani Center for Advanced 

Healthcare at USF makes 
it possible for patients to 

receive full diagnostics and 
treatment services, see 

physicians and specialists, 
fill prescriptions and receive 

health education all in the 
same place.
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UNSTOPPABLE:  Athletics
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     building tradition

     Inspiring Fans

     Promoting Leadership
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Wearing the uniform of the University of South Florida 

provides our remarkable student-athletes a way to 

develop self-discipline, to learn the value of teamwork 

and to measure themselves against the nation’s top 

level of intercollegiate competition. In this way, 

these student-athletes will learn valuable leadership 

skills inside and outside the white lines and build the 

character necessary for a lifetime of success.

 For our general student body, attendance at 

athletics events enriches the collegiate experience 

and provides memories and pride that last a lifetime. 

Athletics also provide a window to the university for a 

national audience and provide a door through which 

alumni reconnect to their alma mater. Great teams 

can uplift the university and provide exposure for its 

research engine as well as its academic enterprise.

Athletics

This is why we have worked tirelessly to create 

exceptional programs, hire top-notch coaches and 

recruit outstanding athletes. It’s why we made the 

maverick decision to add a football team and why 

we entered the Big East Conference in 2005.

In most ways, USF athletics mirrors the 

philosophy of the university as a whole. We don’t 

rest on our laurels, and we don’t listen to naysayers. 

Instead, we believe in building great facilities for 

our fans as well as our athletes. USF athletics plays 

a central role in the Tampa Bay community. The 

region is known for great sports and enthusiastic 

fans: USF is part of that time-honored tradition. 

The Bulls—all 17 teams—will continue their 

ascent as we project the unstoppable nature of 

USF itself.

“At the end of the day, it’s all about our student-athletes. We want them 
to have the opportunity to play at the highest possible level while 
we prepare them for life after graduation. USF offers a wonderful 
combination of athletic and academic excellence.”—Lee Roy Selmon, 
President, USF Foundation Partnership for Athletics; NFL Hall of Famer
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Winning on the Courts and in the Classroom
Head Men’s Basketball Coach Stan Heath is as proud of his 
athletes’ academic records as he is their performance on the 
court. University of South Florida fans are taking notice of 
a program that’s moving in the right direction. The Bulls will 
soon be practicing in a brand new facility and are playing, 
living and learning with a positive attitude. That starts with 
the coach. That starts with Stan Heath.

Unstoppable Bulls
A program that started in a double-
wide trailer a little more than a decade 
ago should not by rights be nationally 
recognized. But that’s what happened 
when USF added football to its slate 
of intercollegiate athletics over the 
objections of some who believed it 
was too ambitious. Today, the Bulls are 
ranked consistently in the Top 25, and 
the sky’s the limit.

Big East and Women’s Sports
USF’s 2005 entrance into the 

Big East Conference made 
a tremendous difference for 

women’s as well as men’s sports. 
Because of Big East membership, 

USF has received more national 
exposure and has been able to 

recruit a higher caliber of athlete 
to the nine women’s sports offered. 

The women’s tennis team was the 
first USF team to win a Big East 

championship, and the women’s 
basketball team won the 2009 

National Invitation Tournament. 
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UNSTOPPABLE:  Interdisciplinary Research
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     Collaborating on Answers

     Creating Knowledge

    Changing Perceptions
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USF was founded as a regional university charged 

with a mission to educate and serve people in Tampa 

Bay. Instead of letting that designation define us, we 

recruited talented and productive faculty members for 

whom teaching and research were paramount. Over 

time, we built an enviable research program and were 

classified in the Carnegie Foundation’s highest tier—a 

Research University with Very High Research Activity 

(RU/VH). And we have never looked back.

In 2008, we attracted $366 million in research 

funding, nearly 10 times the amount we garnered 

just 20 years ago. We established a research park to 

foster partnerships with area industries—dramatically 

contributing to the economic health of the area and 

shaping tomorrow’s educated workforce. Based on 

our commitment to global innovation, we designated 

strategic areas for research—integrated neurosciences, 

diabetes and autoimmune disorders, healthy and 

sustainable communities, national defense solutions 

and alternative energies—while also encouraging 

exceptional research contributions in teacher 

education, the humanities, the arts, business, and the 

behavioral and community sciences.

The key to our research success, however, is 

interdisciplinary collaboration. USF scholars believe 

finding innovative solutions to society’s problems 

requires great thinkers who approach problems 

from different perspectives. That’s the nature of our 

research engine and the reason USF is internationally 

recognized as the source for important discoveries 

and new knowledge in virtually every field. 

Clearly, the unstoppable nature of USF is captured 

in our labs, classrooms and libraries, where 

world-class scholars—and the students they 

inspire—are committed to improving life through 

multidisciplinary efforts.

Interdisciplinary Research

“I have a passion for assisting children in becoming physically active and 
healthy for a lifetime. USF has provided me with an opportunity to pursue 
a unique research interest that, in return, has affected many children and 
contributed to desirable growth in the field of physical education.” 

—Lisa Hansen, Co-Director, USF XRKade Research Lab
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Healthier Children
The Childhood Obesity Research Center at USF is a joint 
program between the Colleges of Education and Public 
Health. Researchers in the Center are testing ways to 
promote activity among 8- to 10-year-old children. Area 
schools as well as several youth-based community 
programs are joining in the effort to reduce childhood 
obesity by making exercise fun and appealing.

Altering Cancer Cells and Outcomes
USF Professor of Engineering Richard 
Gilbert is part of an interdisciplinary 
team of doctors and scientists studying 
electromagnetic fields as they relate to 
interrupting the structure of cancer cells 
to make them recognizable to the immune 
system. USF was the first in the United 
States to conduct a clinical trial for electric 
field mediated drug delivery and the first 
in the world to conduct a clinical trial for 
electric field mediated gene delivery.

Depend on MOM
Though metal-organic 

materials (MOMs) do not 
exist in nature, they have 

become one of the hottest 
areas of research in 

chemistry. An internationally 
recognized team of USF 

physicists, polymers 
scientists, engineers and 

chemists are working 
together to harness the 

power of MOMs. It is clear 
that MOMs, which are 

synthesized by chemical 
processes and have 

important properties, will 
have ground-breaking 

applications for energy, 
health and the environment.



USF: Unstoppable18

UNSTOPPABLE:  Global and Community Impact
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     DRIVING BUSINESS GROWTH

     Impacting Diverse Communities

     Opening Minds
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The University of South Florida is the only institution 

of higher education in the state of Florida designated 

by the Carnegie Foundation as “Community 

Engaged” and one of only 10 public research 

universities in the entire country with both the  

RU/VH and Community Engaged designations. 

For an institution established in 1956, we certainly 

have made our mark. Impact—both here and 

abroad—is what defines us, motivates us and makes 

us unstoppable.

Our local impact from an economic standpoint 

alone is significant. Our four institutions in 

Lakeland, Sarasota, St. Petersburg and Tampa serve 

their regional communities by supplying talented 

human capital and offering educational options 

for people in different locales. Through service 

learning, community partnerships and public health 

initiatives, USF students and faculty members are 

making a difference in their respective fields locally 

and across the globe. 

The university reaches out to millions of listeners 

and viewers through the public broadcasting station 

WUSF, and more than 115,000 alumni call the 

Tampa Bay area home. Both the stations and our 

Alumni Association make a tremendous impact on 

the quality of life, business climate and educational 

opportunities in Bay-area communities. Additionally, 

with alumni in more than 120 countries, we’re 

making an unstoppable difference around the world.

As the Tampa Bay area’s only state university, 

we have a responsibility to serve and strengthen our 

region. In doing so, we are translating our ideas from 

the bench to the global bedside, from the classroom 

to the world-wide boardroom, and from the minds 

of our high-potential students and brilliant faculty 

members to the global collective consciousness.

Global and Community Impact

“I wanted to create a program that could benefit schools without 
students’ having to sell anything. Studying entrepreneurship at USF 
gave me the educational and experiential tools to turn my socially 
conscious fundraising vision into a viable, scalable new venture.”

—John Salem ’98, Owner, Everclimb
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Strengthening the Region through Entrepreneurship
USF’s Center for Entrepreneurship, a multidisciplinary center 
focused on entrepreneurial education, training and research, 
was ranked the fifth best graduate program in the nation by 
Entrepreneur magazine and the Princeton Review in 2008. 
The Center seeks to create unique learning opportunities 
through partnerships among students, faculty and community 
entrepreneurs. Nearly 50 ventures have been launched by  
Center graduates since 2002.

Deep in the Gulf
USF’s College of Marine 

Science is using the bottom 
of the Gulf of Mexico as 

a laboratory for research 
related to weather, pollution, 

the environment, red tides, 
fish migration and much 

more. By mounting multiple 
sensors on a “bottom 

stationed ocean profiler,” 
ocean technologists can 

build models to answer 
sophisticated questions 

related to the health of the 
atmosphere, the oceans and, 

ultimately, the planet.

Stampede of Service
From modest beginnings in 2002, when approximately 
300 students took part in what was then known 
as the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of 
Service, the Stampede of Service has become USF’s 
largest community service event—with thousands 
of students participating each year. Celebrating the 
work of Dr. King and the importance of volunteerism, 
the Stampede of Service now involves students 
working with more than 60 organizations and nonprofit 
groups throughout the Tampa Bay region. As the 
only university in Florida recognized nationally 
as a “Community Engaged University” by the 
Carnegie Foundation, USF is committed to serving 
the community in every way—and our students are 
leading the charge!

Need appropriate image.
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UNSTOPPABLE:  Students and Faculty
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     Accomplishing Great Things

     Serving Others 

    Shaping Futures
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A USF chemical engineer/water filtration expert who 

mentors students in Canada and Mexico is asked to share 

her ideas at a meeting in Bangladesh. A USF professor  

of jazz studies receives a Guggenheim Fellowship, one  

of the most prestigious academic awards in the world.  

A paper written by a USF anthropology graduate  

student is chosen over hundreds of others and awarded 

for its excellence by the United Arab Emirates’ Minister 

of Higher Education and Princess Astrid of Belgium.  

A nationally recognized, Yale University-educated 

authority on intensive care for premature babies comes  

to USF to lead its neonatology program.

USF people make USF unstoppable. In every 

department, the nation’s—and often the world’s—

Students and Faculty

most productive researchers are innovating new 

technologies and testing new ideas. More than 

46,000 students at four distinct institutions are 

bringing their dreams with them as they acquire 

the skills and understanding to become tomorrow’s 

successful leaders in their professions and their 

communities. Thanks to the remarkable programs 

developed by our Division of Student Affairs, 

virtually every USF student is involved in co-

curricular learning opportunities ranging from 

public service to student government.

As one of the largest universities in the United 

States, USF is responsible for changing thousands of 

lives for the better through its faculty and students.

“I have experienced the arts through a kaleidoscope that will only 
continue to enrich itself through unique opportunities. Professor Foley 
has taught me that opportunities can only turn into realities if you 
make something of them.” —Emily Navarro ’09, Dance Studies
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Major Productivity for St. Petersburg Undergraduates
According to James McHale, professor and chair of psychology 
at USF St. Petersburg, he couldn’t do his research without the 
talented undergraduate “research partners” in his department. 
McHale’s research focuses on the effects of co-parenting on 
children up to three years old. In only four years, his students 
have presented more than 20 scientific reports at conferences in 
the U.S. and Canada.

The Intellect and  
Art of Dance

Michael Foley, USF assistant 
professor and internationally 

acclaimed dancer and 
choreographer, says dance 

is much more than having 
a flexible and healthy 

body. While on a Fulbright 
Scholarship in Mazatlan, 

Mexico, Foley worked with 
one of that country’s most 
celebrated modern dance 
companies and promoted 
the discipline he instills in 
students back home. They 

must be “intellectually 
curious and able to 

collaborate, articulate their 
opinions clearly and 

contribute to growth of 
 the art form.”

Service-Minded Engineers
Civil and environmental engineering 
graduate students at USF studying 
with James Mihelcic, professor of 
environmental engineering, are blending 
their expertise and desire to serve to 
make a difference around the world. 
In addition to taking classes at USF, 
students spend two years in the Peace 
Corps solving engineering problems for 
communities in the third world while also 
conducting research projects. When 
they return, they publish the results of 
their projects and emerge as engineers 
who can effect positive change.
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Transforming Higher Education  
for Global Innovation
Transforming higher education is what the University 

of South Florida is all about. Adhering to the status 

quo has never been in our DNA, and with each 

passing year we celebrate the results of bold decisions 

made over the last five 

decades. We attract 

extremely talented 

undergraduate, graduate 

and post-doctoral 

students to take part 

in our academic and 

research enterprises. 

We compete with the 

nation’s top institutions for brilliant scholars and 

innovative thinkers—and win. Our campuses are 

abuzz not only because of our people but because of 

the constant improvements we are making to facilities 

and technologies. Our athletic teams continue to post 

victories on the courts and fields and in the classroom, 

and our artists, writers and historians continue to 

bring culture to a broader audience.

To say USF has witnessed a meteoric trajectory 

since its founding misses the most important point 

about what drives our decision making. We are 

where we are today—the 9th largest university in 

the country, 200,000-plus alumni strong, with 

one of the most powerful research engines in the 

world—because of unyielding determination, vision 

and tenacity. Not unlike our university mascot—

the bull—we are a formidable force. Today, like 

yesterday, we bring great minds together to both 

anticipate and shape our future. With the help of 

generous alumni, friends, corporate partners and 

foundations, we will champion innovations that will 

have a palpable, measurable impact on people and 

communities around the world.

The Momentum of Vision
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While we are proud of all we have achieved, we 

know that to maintain this pace will require significant 

financial investment. USF: Unstoppable is a $600 million 

fundraising endeavor designed to achieve the ambitious 

and overarching goals outlined in our strategic plan, 

Transforming Higher Education for Global Innovation:

•	 Expand world-class interdisciplinary research

•	 Promote globally competitive academic 

programs at all levels

•	 Expand local and global engagement initiatives 

to strengthen and sustain healthy communities

USF cannot rely solely on tuition and public 

funding to accomplish these goals. We seek substantial 

private support, gifts large and small, to allow our 

unstoppable spirit to continue to dream big.

Strengthening the Academic Experience
An unstoppable university never ends its quest to 

improve the academic enterprise, enhance teaching or 

offer unconventional ways to learn. Our researchers 

understand the importance of interdisciplinary 

collaboration. Libraries across all four institutions serve 

as interdisciplinary hubs of teaching and research, 

ensuring our students’ educational programs reflect the 

nature of the world without borders we live in today. 

Our students have opportunities to cross disciplines 

for study, to travel abroad and become more engaged 

global citizens, and to stretch their minds far beyond 

even their own expectations. Our best and brightest 

students may enroll in our Honors College, which 

provides an intimate, hands-on learning environment. 

Generous funding to create more interdisciplinary 

centers and institutes and to support innovative 

academic enhancements will yield a more talented 

workforce and will ultimately promote a more peaceful, 

just and healthy society.
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Enhancing Facilities
USF is conducting some of the most sophisticated 

and complicated research anywhere. We are asking 

our students to stretch beyond their comfort zones 

to embrace as many opportunities as possible so 

they will emerge as well-rounded individuals with 

a wealth of skills and experience. Our athletics 

program, a member of one of the nation’s most 

prominent athletic conferences, requires gifted 

student-athletes to choose USF over other 

high profile institutions recruiting them. USF 

Polytechnic, in Lakeland, is in the midst of building 

a new campus as it becomes an anchor for Florida’s 

innovative High Tech Corridor.

Upgrading labs and classrooms, ensuring the 

latest technologies are available, and creating 

exceptional spaces for clinical practice, research and 

innovation are high priorities for the University of 

South Florida as we seek to take our place among the 

finest institutions of higher education anywhere.
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Supporting Our Faculty
It should come as no surprise that major research 

institutions grow in prominence based in part upon 

the productivity of their researchers. Attracting 

world-class faculty members, however, is extremely 

challenging and highly competitive. Though the 

University of South Florida has several advantages 

when recruiting new researchers—a beautiful 

metropolitan setting, an already highly regarded and 

productive faculty, bright and ambitious students—it 

needs a competitive edge. 

Endowed chairs and professorships, funding for 

professional development and research, and resources 

for post-doctoral students—made possible through 

private philanthropy—are essential not only for 

recruiting exceptional researchers from their current 

universities but also for retaining the talent already 

in place. Support for faculty is critical as we continue 

to elevate USF’s position on the international higher 

education stage.

Supporting Our Students
The cost of a college education increases with each 

passing year. Even public universities like the University 

of South Florida are financially out of reach for many 

prospective students. At USF, we pride ourselves on 

our ability to attract students from a wide range of 

backgrounds and traditions. 

In addition, we seek high-performance students 

who are also being recruited by top universities all 

over the country. To attract a diverse and talented 

undergraduate and graduate student population, 

however, requires a significant financial investment in 

the form of scholarships and fellowships. Scholarships 

for undergraduate students and fellowships for graduate 

students—made possible through the USF: Unstoppable 

Campaign—are among the keys to making our student 

body and, by extension, the entire university, unstoppable.
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The USF: Unstoppable Campaign represents a 

tremendous opportunity for people who are positive 

about the future. In fact, few investments will yield 

the kind of payoff guaranteed by the people and 

programs at USF.

I am consistently amazed by the quality of the 

university, as well as the strength of its leadership.  

Such a young university should, by all accounts, be in 

its infancy in terms of programs, research and facilities. 

But instead, USF has grown and improved at an almost 

dizzying pace in virtually every area. 

When I think of the word “unstoppable” in the 

context of USF, I think of the way people stretch 

every single day—to do better, to do more, to use the 

USF entrepreneurial spirit to accomplish what few 

universities can. We’re working on solutions to big 

problems. At the University of South Florida, we’re 

never content with the status quo.

That’s what USF: Unstoppable is all about. I urge 

alumni, friends, foundations and businesses to join in 

partnership with us. Your philanthropy is more than 

an investment in bricks and mortar and research and 

scholarships. It’s an investment in a prosperous future 

shaped by the optimistic brilliance of a university with 

tremendous momentum.

Joel Momberg, VP University Advancement

CEO, USF Foundation

“We’re never content with the status quo.”



USF: UnstoppableA

USF FOUNDATION  /  UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA  /  4202 EAST Fowler AveNUE, ALC100  /  Tampa, FL 33620

t  (813) 974-2651  f  (813) 974-8855  w  unstoppable.usf.edu



USF: Unstoppable32

Ways to Support USF: Unstoppable
There are many ways to support the $600 million  

USF: Unstoppable Campaign. Those who do will 

ensure the entrepreneurial spirit of one of our nation’s 

great metropolitan universities will continue to provide 

solutions to the world’s greatest challenges. Alumni, 

friends and others may choose to make a single gift, 

spread their contributions over a period of time  

or choose a deferred giving option. All gifts are  

deeply appreciated.

•	 Gifts of Cash

•	 Appreciated Securities (including closely held 

stock and mutual funds)

•	 Retirement Plans

•	 Mutual Funds

•	 Life Income Plans (including charitable 

remainder trusts, charitable lead trusts and 

charitable gift annuities)

•	 Life Insurance Policies

•	 Bequests

•	 Real Estate

•	 Personal Property

•	 Corporate Matching Gifts

Naming Opportunities 
For those who wish to honor a family member,  

pay tribute to a friend or commemorate someone  

who inspired you, there are many permanent  

naming opportunities for facilities, scholarships  

and endowments.

For more information on USF: Unstoppable, 

please contact:

USF Foundation

University of South Florida 

4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALC100

Tampa, FL 33620

Tel: (813) 974-2651

Web: unstoppable.usf.edu

Email: unstoppable@admin.usf.edu

Supporting USF: Unstoppable

	 Academic Enhancements... $	147,200,000
	 Capital................................. $	157,500,000
	 Faculty................................. $	118,000,000
	 Scholarships........................ $	129,950,000
	 Miscellaneous..................... $  	47,350,000

Total.............................................$	600,000,000

USF: Unstoppable Priorities


